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TOP:

THERE IS
STORAGE UNDER
THE BIN SEATS
AND A VERY
HANDY LIFT OUT
FISH BIN AS
WELL.

BELOW:

THE DASH IS

BIG ENOUGH
FOR LARGE
MULTI FUNCTION
SCREENS.

Over the years | have had the privilege of testing plenty of
McLay boats, right from the very early days when they were
first produced under the Toko Engineering & Marine banner.
One thing that really stands out is the fact that Steve Mclay,
the man behind the brand, has never been afraid to be a little
different.

In the early years he painted his boats wild colours, when just
about everyone else was still happy with unpainted aluminium.
He was an early exponent of the hardtop and today produces
one of the largest production ranges on the market. It has
proven to also be the company's biggest selling line.

Today he is into hull graphics - wild graphics that really stamp
a personal signature on every boat. Interestingly, until now no
two graphics (around $5000 extra) have been the same, but a
client has ordered a 690 with exactly the same blue fish design
as the one on the boat tested.

The last McLay | reviewed was the 735S, a diesel powered stern
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drive version, tested on a mirror smooth Auckland Harbour.
Prior to that was the 775HT, the flagship of the fleet, in which
| experienced some of the roughest water ever for a boat test.
Those who read the article in Propeller magazine will remember
the atrocious conditions we had crossing Foveaux Strait (twice)
and then it was just as bad on a horrendously rough Lake Te
Anau. So as for experiencing MclLay boats in a variety of sea
conditions, | can say in confidence that | have done it all. Rough
or smooth, they certainly do the business and the bigger they
get the better they are.

| say this because the McLay 690 Cruiser in this story | never
actually got to run in. | had arranged with Steve to meet in
Wanaka and along with some great support from the guys at
Tallon who kindly agreed to loan us their helicopter for the photo
shoot, the plan was to spend an afternoon on the picturesque
Lake Wanaka. Unfortunately, the day we had arranged was the
same time as the Chilean ash cloud was hovering around the
South Island. It looked okay in the morning, for while Dunedin,
Invercargill and Christchurch airports were closed, Queenstown
was still open. That was until we were about 30 minutes away,
when the pilot informed us that the ash was too low and we
were turning back to Auckland.

With the plans already in place for the test, but myself in
Auckland, | got the rest of the team to go ahead with the photo
shoot, while | headed back home. Unfortunately, for the two
days the boat was available, before being delivered to its proud
owner in Te Anau, all the South Island airports remained closed,
so | never made it.

As it was the conditions on the lake were mirror smooth and
the photo session went off without a hitch. We managed to
get the fuel and performance figures off the Garmin GPS
and from photos and a long phone call to Steve, | managed
to put together the rest of the story. However, | did have the
opportunity to walk through the boat at the boat show, so | was
already somewhat familiar with the layout.

Open Plan
The layout follows very similar lines to the 735S with an
enclosed wheelhouse and forward cabin, plus a large workable
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cockpit. This is a boat designed for fishing (the graphic on the
side gives that away), but it is also a weekender and comes with
everything from a head to a freshwater pump.

Forward, the vee berth has in-fills to make a huge over 2m long
‘crash pad'. There are large storage areas under the squabs and
in very wide side trays, plus a head under the centre squab.
Plumbed in or chemical toilets are available. All the interior
is fabric lined so there's very little indication of aluminium
construction.

Without any full height bulkhead separating the cabin from the
wheelhouse, you really get the feeling of plenty of space. To
port there are two glove boxes, one above that's open and one
below that's enclosed.

Opposite, the helm is much the same as in the 680, although
in our test boat we had an optional vinyl covered dash. This is
plenty big enough for large screens, which in our case was a 12"
Garmin. Twin SmartCraft gauges looked after all the running
and fuel data, plus there were twin BEP switch panels and the
controls for the Maxwell RC8 winch.

McLay Boats is now offering the new Tallon Elite Receiver as
standard on all its NZ hardtop models. This encompasses the
strength and adaptability of a standard Tallon receiver but adds
power and a USB socket also. You can securely hold you smart
phone or tablet, plus power it or connect to the stereo knowing
it's safe and secure.

AS in the 735S, the big front screen of the wheelhouse has
been moved forward 150mm, which has dramatically reduced
the chances of taller people hitting their heads on the screen
console in rough water. Above is the Fusion stereo [iPod head
and VHF.
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Twin bin seats that also come with a central infill, complete
with backrest, provide seating in the wheelhouse. This provides
for a full width bench seat for three to four people when the
rear door is closed. Under the port squab is provision for a small
fridge and to starboard there are split storage lockers. The
sliding windows and bi fold glass doors on the aft wheelhouse
bulkhead are optional, but to date every 690 ordered has
them. Sliding side windows let in plenty of ventilation when
required. Close up the wheelhouse and you have a warm retreat
if you are into your winter boating, or need shelter on a rainy
summer's day.

Working Cockpit

Being a cockpit that has been designed for serious fishing, as
you'd expect there is everything you need for the task. Forward
are a couple of bin seats, one with a removable fish bin, and the
other for storage. They are a great place to sit when underway
and also with the overhang of the wheelhouse roof, some
protection from the weather when outside.

Between the two bin seats is a very deep wet locker and either
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LEFT:

LOOKING AFT AT
THE TWIN TRAN-
SOM STEPS, THE
LARGE CENTRAL
BAIT STATION AND
LIVE BAIT TANK.

BELOW LEFT:
BOAT #1 HAD A
FRIDGE UNDER
THE PORT
WHEELHOUSE
SEAT.

BELOW:

THE DROP IN
CENTRAL CUSH-
IONS FORM A FULL
WIDTH BENCH
SEAT INSIDE THE
WHEELHOUSE.
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TOP:

THE V-BERTH
CONVERTS TO A
MASSIVE DOUBLE
AND HAS A HEAD
UNDER THE FOR-
WARD SQUAB.

ABOVE:

MCLAY BOATS IS
NOW OFFERING
THE NEW TALLON
ELITE RECEIVER
AS STANDARD ON
ALL ITS NZ HARD-
TOP MODELS.

side of the cockpit side trays that are big enough to stow dive
tanks. There's also another couple of coaming shelves for short
rods and various other fishing bits and pieces that you seem to
need. The rocket launcher on the hardtop now takes eight rods
(previously six) and they are within reasonable reach from the
cockpit.

| particularly like what McLay has done with the transom area.
Either side of the central bait station, mounted above twin
lockers for items such as batteries, are twin steps through
to the boarding platform. Both have alloy hinged rear gates,
with the port side housing a live bait tank complete with front
window. They also make another couple of handy seats.

Like many Mclay boats | have been on, the boarding area is
surrounded by a railing cage with drop-down ladders either
side. It's also designed so that access from one side to the other
is uninhibited, a bonus if you are playing a big fish.

Even Better

Boat #1 was sold to a previous Mclay 680 owner who
commented that compared to the 680, the 690 offers a better,
more comfortable ride and there's a real feeling of more space.
At the time of going to press, MclLay reported four 690s on
order and a number more being quoted. "In this very tight
market | would have to say that's a success and a positive
reaction, which is encouraging”, says Steve. Interestingly, all
the boats sold to date have fully enclosed wheelhouses and are
outboard powered. PPB
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Model:
Priced From:
Price as Tested:

McLay 690 Cruiser Hardtop
$NZ89000 (Mercury 200EFI)
$NZ1144873

Type: Hardtop

Construction: 5mm/4mm aluminium alloy
LOA: 7.20m

LOH: 6.95m

Beam: 2.35m

Transom Deadrise: 18 degrees
Trailerable Weight: 2100kg (dry)

Engine Capacity: 150-275hp

Power Options: ~ Outboard/sterndrive

Fuel Capacity: 200 litres

Performance

RPM MPH L/H L/NM NM/L
650 2.0 1.2 0.7 1.4
1000 315 2.1 0.7 1.5
1500 5.0 4.5 1.0 1.0
2000 6.5 8.0 1.4 0.70
2500 10.0 9.4 1.1 0.92
3000 15.5 15.5 1.2 0.87
3500 22.0 20.8 1.1 0.92
4000 25.5 29.2 1.3 0.76
4500 28.5 35.2 1.4 0.70
5000 33.5 48.9 1.7 0.60
5500 37.0 66.0 2.1 0.49

Speed taken off Garmin 12" touch screen combo.

Notable Features on Test Boat
Electric winch, safety glass front screens, deluxe
seating, sliding wheelhouse windows, 3-year warranty.

Notable Options on Test Boat
Garmin 12" Combo, Fusion stereo, wipers, Nyalic finish,

graphics, deck wash.

Engine

Make: Mercury

Power: 175 hp

Model: Pro XS OptiMax
Cylinder Config.: V6
Displacement: 2.5 litre

Max rpm: 5500 rpm
Propeller: 15" Mirage
Retail Price: $NZ26,874
Trailer

Make: Toko

Braked: Hydraulic over-ride
Suspension: Duratorque
Rollers: Multi-roller

Std Equipment:

Jockey wheel, submersible lights
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winen enty the BEST will de!

The Award
Winning
McLay 690 HT
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Fish City — Auckland/Hamilton Ocean Sports Marine Ltd — Whakatane Firmans Marine — Napier Marine South Limited — Invercargill
Phone: Auckland: 09 476 4282 Hamilton: 07 846 675 | Phone: 07 308 4241 Phone: 06 835 9718 Phone: 03 218 2700

Email: craig@fisheity.co.nz Email: sales@oceansportsmarine.co.nz Email: brian@firmansmarine.co.nz Email: marinesouth@xtra.co.nz
Web: www fishcity.co.nz Web: www.oceansportsmarine.co.nz Web: www.firmansmarine.co.nz Web: www.marinesouth.co.nz

Magic Reef Bungalows are right on the beach. Experience our
new self contained polynesian style bungalows located on the

golden sunset side of the island of Rarotonga.

Romance and serenity with seaviews from every bungalow,
boat shaped swimming pool and tropical lush gardens. Every
bungalow has large four poster king-sized bed, private outdoor
shower/bath, galley kitchen and air conditioning.

There are a whole host of adventure packages to do when you
stay with us, including diving in the lagoon, car or bike hire, 4WD
to the remotest regions of the island, going out wide to chase
the local gamefish and an evening being entertained in typical
island hospitality.

Magic Reef Bungalows, Rarotonga, Cook Islands
Phone +682 27404 Fax +682 27402 Email majicreef@oyster.net.ck
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